
Preparing for the Return of Jesus 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11



1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
5 Now, brothers and sisters, about 
times and dates we do not need to 
write to you, 2 for you know very well 
that the day of the Lord will come like 
a thief in the night. 3 While people are 
saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction 
will come on them suddenly, as labour 
pains on a pregnant woman, and they 
will not escape.



4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not 
in darkness so that this day should 
surprise you like a thief. 5 You are all 
children of the light and children of 
the day. We do not belong to the night 
or to the darkness. 6 So then, let us not 
be like others, who are asleep, but let 
us be awake and sober. 7 For those 
who sleep, sleep at night, and those 
who get drunk, get drunk at night. 



8 But since we belong to the day, let 
us be sober, putting on faith and love 
as a breastplate, and the hope of 
salvation as a helmet. 9 For God did 
not appoint us to suffer wrath but to 
receive salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 10 He died for us so that, 
whether we are awake or asleep, we 
may live together with him. 
11 Therefore encourage one another 
and build each other up, just as in 
fact you are doing.



4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ 
He promised? Ever since our 
ancestors died, everything goes on as 
it has since the beginning of creation.” 

2 Peter 3:4





1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
5 Now, brothers and sisters, 
about times and dates we do not 
need to write to you, 2 for you 
know very well that the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief in the 
night. 



Luke 12:35-46
35 “Be dressed ready for service and 
keep your lamps burning, 36 like 
servants waiting for their master to 
return from a wedding banquet, so 
that when he comes and knocks, they 
can immediately open the door for 
him. 38 It will be good for those servants 
whose master finds them ready, even if 
he comes in the middle of the night or 
toward daybreak. 



39 But understand this: If the owner of 
the house had known at what hour the 
thief was coming, he would not have let 
his house be broken into. 40 You also 
must be ready, because the Son of Man 
will come at an hour when you do not 
expect him.”
41 Peter asked, “Lord, are you telling this 
parable to us, or to everyone?”



42 The Lord answered, “Who then is the 
faithful and wise manager, whom the 
master puts in charge of his servants to 
give them their food allowance at the 
proper time? 43 It will be good for that 
servant whom the master finds doing so 
when he returns. 44 Truly I tell you, he will 
put him in charge of all his possessions.



45 But suppose the servant says to 
himself, ‘My master is taking a long 
time in coming,’ and he then begins 
to beat the other servants, both 
men and women, and to eat and 
drink and get drunk. 46 The master 
of that servant will come on a day 
when he does not expect him and 
at an hour he is not aware of. 
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5 Now, brothers and sisters, about 
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write to you, 2 for you know very well 
that the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief in the night. 
3 While people are saying, “Peace and 
safety,” destruction will come on 
them suddenly, as labour pains on a 
pregnant woman, and they will not 
escape.



4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not 
in darkness so that this day should 
surprise you like a thief. 5 You are all 
children of the light and children of 
the day. We do not belong to the night 
or to the darkness. 
6 So then, let us not be like others, 
who are asleep, but let us be awake 
and sober. 7 For those who sleep, 
sleep at night, and those who get 
drunk, get drunk at night. 



4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not 
in darkness so that this day should 
surprise you like a thief. 5 You are all 
children of the light and children of 
the day. We do not belong to the night 
or to the darkness. 
6 So then, let us not be like others, 
who are asleep, but let us be awake 
and sober. 7 For those who sleep, 
sleep at night, and those who get 
drunk, get drunk at night. 



8 But since we belong to the day, let us 
be sober, putting on faith and love as 
a breastplate, and the hope of 
salvation as a helmet. 
9 For God did not appoint us to suffer 
wrath but to receive salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ..



10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in 
his mighty power. 11 Put on the full 
armour of God, so that you can take 
your stand against the devil’s schemes. 
12 For our struggle is not against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly realms.



13 Therefore put on the full armour of 
God, so that when the day of evil 
comes, you may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have done 
everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm 
then, with the belt of truth buckled 
around your waist, with the 
breastplate of righteousness in place, 
15 and with your feet fitted with the 
readiness that comes from the gospel 
of peace.



16 In addition to all this, take up the 
shield of faith, with which you can 
extinguish all the flaming arrows of 
the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of 
salvation and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God.









9 For God did not appoint us 
to suffer wrath but to receive 
salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 10 He died for us 
so that, whether we are 
awake or asleep, we may live 
together with Him. 



11 Therefore encourage 
one another and build 
each other up, just as in 
fact you are doing.



23 Let us hold unswervingly to the 
hope we profess, for He who 
promised is faithful. 24 And let us 
consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and good 
deeds, 25 not giving up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but encouraging one 
another—and all the more as you 
see the Day approaching.”     

Hebrews 10
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