Love...even for an enemy.
MATTHEW 5:43-48



\N

NN

A ,:':'q =2 =t
v i e TGO
r%ﬂ(] e

-
fi
| < =
‘."AI‘.




%
4
4

Matthew 5:43-48

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your
neighbor and hate your enemy.” 44 But | tell you,
love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you, % that you may be children of your
Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the

evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous
and the unrighteous.
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Matthew 5:43-48

46 1f you love those who love you, what reward will
you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing
that? 4’ And if you greet only your own people,
what are you doing more than others? Do not even

pagans do that? #8 Be perfect, therefore, as your
heavenly Father is perfect.



2 TYPES OF ENEMIES...

REAL




2 TYPES OF ENEMIES...

REAL & IMAGINED
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By Jesus’ day, people had learnt how to sound

honest without actually being accountable.




2 TYPES OF ENEMIES

REAL & IMAGINED




Romans 12:14-21

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not
curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with
those who mourn. 18 Live in harmony with one
another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate
with people of low position. Do not be conceited.

17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do
what is right in the eyes of everyone. BIf it is
possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace
with everyone. 1 Do not take revenge, my dear
friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is
written: “It is mine to avenge; | will repay,” says the
Lord. 2°0On the contrary:
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Romans 12:14-21

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.

In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his
head.”

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good.



HOW DO WE DO THIS?

What are some ways that
hate & fear
can be replaced with
love & courage

when we’re faced with a real enemy?




Empathise:

Consider what
could be going
on for the other

person.
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LOVING OUR ENEMIES




LOVING OUR ENEMIES

Trust God for the

ouicomes we can’t
control:

Empathise:

Consider what
could be going

Leave space for
on for the other P

God to protect
and defend.

person.
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LOVING OUR ENEMIES

Know God’s
perfect love:

Trust God for the
outcomes we can'’t
control:

Empathise:

Consider what God'’s love gives

US resources to
love others...
and perspective.

could be going

Leave space for
on for the other

God to protect
and defend.

person.
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LET’S PRAY...
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Colossians 1:21-22

1 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in
mind, doing evil deeds, %? he has now reconciled in
his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you
holy and blameless and above reproach before him,



Dear Jesus, thank you for not treating us like enemies,
though that is what our actions deserve.

Thank you for dying on the cross for our sin and
shortcomings...your body broken and your blood spilt for
us, so that we can receive forgiveness.

We believe in you Jesus...your perfection in life, the taking

on of our sin in your death and your victory over sin and
death through the resurrection.

We love you. Amen.
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