Pieces in the

Resilience Puzzle

Luke 1:18-45, Matthew 1:18-24 & Lukei2:8-20

Luke 1:26-38

26 |n the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God
sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in
Galilee, #7to a virgin named Mary. She was engaged
to be married to a man named Joseph, a
descendant of King David. 22 Gabriel appeared to
her and said, “Greetings, favoured woman! The
Lord is with you!”

29 Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what
the angel could mean.

30 “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for
you have found favour with God! ' You will
conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name
him Jesus. 32 He will be very great and will be called
the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give
him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 And he will
reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never
end!”




Luke 1:26-38

34 Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen?
lam avirgin.”

35The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be
holy, and he will be called the Son of God. 3What’s
more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant
in her old age! People used to say she was barren,
but she has conceived a son and is now in her sixth
month. 37 For the word of God will never fail.”

38 Mary responded, “l am the Lord’s servant. May
everything you have said about me come true.” And
then the angel left her.
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1. A choice to say yes to God




Luke 1:39-45

39 A few days later Mary hurried to the hill country of
Judea, to the town 4°where Zechariah lived. She
entered the house and greeted Elizabeth. 41 At the
sound of Mary’s greeting, Elizabeth’s child leaped
within her, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit.

42Elizabeth gave a glad cry and exclaimed to Mary,
“God has blessed you above all women, and your
child is blessed. ¥ Why am | so honored, that the
mother of my Lord should visit me? “When | heard
your greeting, the baby in my womb jumped for

joy. 4You are blessed because you believed that
the Lord would do what he said.”

A Piece of the Resilience Puzzle

2. A person ahead on the journey: you
can encourage and affirm God's work




Matthew 1 :18-20, 24

18This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His
mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to
Joseph. But before the marriage took place, while
she was still a virgin, she became pregnant through
the power of the Holy Spirit. °Joseph, to whom she
was engaged, was a righteous man and did not
want to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to
break the engagement quietly.

20 As he considered this, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of
David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take
Mary as your wife. For the child within her was
conceived by the Holy Spirit.”

24When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the
Lord commanded and took Mary as his wife.

3.A partner for the journey




Luke 2:4-7

4And because Joseph was a descendant of King
David, he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s
ancient home. He travelled there from the village of
Nazareth in Galilee. 5He took with him Mary, to
whom he was engaged, who was now expecting a
child.

8 And while they were there, the time came for her
baby to be born. 7She gave birth to her firstborn
son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and
laid him in a manger, because there was no lodging
available for them.

Luke 2:16-19

1€ They hurried to the village and found Mary and
Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the
manger. 17 After seeing him, the shepherds told
everyone what had happened and what the angel
had said to them about this child. '® Allwho heard
the shepherds’ story were astonished, ®but Mary
kept allthese things in her heart and thought about
them often.



A Piece of the Resilience Puzzle

4, Storing up and returning to moments of
God’s intersection in the story
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