
T O W E R S  A N D  T E N T S
Ge nesis  12:1-9
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I F  W E  F A I L  T O  U N D E R S T A N D  O U R  C A L L  T O  S C A T T E R ,  
T H E R E  I S  A L W A Y S  T H E  D A N G E R  T H A T :

 

I N S T E A D  O F  B E I N G
“ I N  T H E WO RL D,  BUT  N OT  O F  T H E WO RL D”

W E  E N D  U P  B E I N G
“ O F  T H E WO R L D,  BUT  N OT  I N  T H E WO RL D”.



G E N E S I S  1 1 : 1 - 2

1 Now the whole world had one language and 
a common speech. 2 As people moved 

eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and 
settled there.



G E N E S I S  1 1 : 8 - 9

1 Now the whole world had one language and 
a common speech. 2 As people moved 

eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and 
settled there.

…
8 So the Lord scattered them from there 

over all the earth, and they stopped building 
the city. 9 That is why it was called Babel—

because there the Lord confused the language 
of the whole world. From there the Lord 

scattered them over the face of the whole 
earth.



G E N E S I S  1 2 : 1

1 The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from 
your country, your people and your 

father ’s household to the land I will 
show you.

Beit av “house of the father”

ית אָב בֵּ



G E N E S I S  1 1 : 3 1

31 Terah took his son Abram, his 
grandson Lot son of Haran, and his 

daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of his 
son Abram, and together they set out 
from Ur of the Chaldeans* to go to 

Canaan. But when they came to 
Harran, they settled there.

* Babylonians, [Babel]onians



T H E  CA L L  O F  G OD  W I L L  R E S I S T  
O U R  D E S I R E  TO  S E T T L E

L I V I N G  A S  T H E  S C A T T E R E D



EVERYONE ON MISSION EVERYDAY
TOGETHER ON MISSION EVERYDAY

A SC AT T ERE D  CH URCH :



G E N E S I S  1 2 : 1

1 The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from 
your country, your people and your 
father ’s household to the land I will  

show you.



G E N E S I S  1 2 : 2 - 3

2 “I will make you into a great nation, 
and I will bless you;

I will  make your name great , and you 
will be a blessing.

3 I will bless those who bless you, and 
whoever curses you I will curse; and all 

peoples on earth will be blessed 
through you.”



BL ESS I NG  I S  MISS IO NAL 
NOT TRANSACTIONAL

L I V I N G  A S  T H E  S C A T T E R E D



A C T S  1 : 7 - 1 1

6 Then they gathered around [Jesus] and 
asked him, “Lord, are you at this time 

going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to 

know the times or dates the Father has set 
by his own author ity. 8 But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spir it comes 
on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all  Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.”



A C T S  1 : 7 - 1 1

9 After he said this, he was taken up before 
their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from 

their sight.
10 They were looking intently up into the 
sky as he was going, when suddenly two 

men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 
“Men of Galilee,” they said, “Why do you 

stand here looking into the sky?”



G E N E S I S  1 2 : 4 - 5

4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told 
him ; and Lot went with him. Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he set out 
from Harran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, 
his nephew Lot, all  the possessions 

they had accumulated and the people 
they had acquired in Harran, and they 

set out for the land of Canaan, and they 
arr ived there.



W H AT  D O  YO U  H AV E  T H AT  N E E D S  
T O  B E  TA K E N  F RO M  T H E  S E T T L E D  

T O  T H E  S C AT T E R E D ?



G E N E S I S  1 1 : 3 - 4

3 They said to each other, “Come, let’s make 
br icks and bake them thoroughly.” They used 

br ick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 
4 Then they said, “Come, let us build 

ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to 
the heavens, so that we may make a name 

for ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered 
over the face of the whole earth.”



G E N E S I S  1 1 : 4

4 Then they said, “Come, let us build 
ourselves a city, with a tower that 
reaches to the heavens, so that we 
may make a name for ourselves…



G E N E S I S  1 1 : 4

4 Then they said, “Come, let us build 
ourselves a city, with a tower that 
reaches to the heavens, so that we 
may make a name for ourselves…

G E N E S I S  1 2 : 2

2 “I will make you into a great nation, 
and I will bless you; I will  make your 

name great, and you will be a 
blessing.”



G E N E S I S  1 2 : 6 - 7

6 Abram traveled through the land as far 
as the site of the great tree of Moreh at 
Shechem. At that time the Canaanites 

were in the land. 7 The Lord appeared to 
Abram and said, “To your offspr ing I 

will g ive this land.” So he built an altar 
there to the Lord , who had appeared to 

him.



G E N E S I S  1 2 : 4 - 5

8 From there he went on toward the hills 
east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with 
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. 

There he built an altar to the Lord and 
called on the name of the Lord.

9 Then Abram set out and continued 
toward the Negev.



WE CONSTRUCT ALTARS  
AS  WE G O 

L I V I N G  A S  T H E  S C A T T E R E D
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