


ECCLESIASTES  IS  A  

IT IS A WRITING OF



      הֶבֶל

faint vapour, breath, mist



H O L D I N G  T H E  

T E N S I O N :

LAMENT A N D  HOPE



T H E  W E A R I N E S S  O F  

W I S D O M



I, the Teacher, [a] was king over Israel in 

Jerusalem. I applied my mind to study and 

to explore by wisdom all that is done under 

the heavens.



What a heavy burden God has laid on 

mankind! I have seen all the things that are 

done ; all of them are 



What is crooked cannot be straightened; 

what is lacking cannot be counted.



“ N OT  E V E RY T H I N G  T H AT  

C O U N T S  C A N  B E  

C O U N T E D, A N D  N OT  

E V E RY T H I N G  T H AT  C A N  

B E  C O U N T E D  C O U N T S.”

-  W I L L I A M  B RU C E  C A M E R O N  

( N O T  A L B E R T  E I N S T E I N )



I said to myself , “Look, I have increased in 

wisdom more than anyone who has ruled 

over Jerusalem before me; I have 

exper ienced much of wisdom and 

knowledge.” Then I applied myself to the 

understanding of wisdom, and also of 

madness and folly, but I learned that this, 

too, is a chasing after the wind.



For with much wisdom comes much 

sorrow; the more knowledge, the more 

gr ief.







E M B R A C I N G  T H E  E M OT I O N S  

O F  L A M E N T :

S O R ROW

F RU S T R AT I O N

 I N S I G N I F I C A N C E

F E A R

D O U B T

A N G E R

L O N G I N G



H O L D I N G  T H E  T E N S I O N :

T H E  G O D  O F  

TRUTH 

I S  A L S O  T H E  G O D  O F

 MYSTERY



The LORD our God has secrets known to no 

one. We are not accountable for them. 

But we and our children are accountable 

forever for all that he has revealed to us, so 

that we may obey all the terms of these 

instructions.



Embracing mystery.

Seeking wisdom.
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