
Understanding Greatness Mark 9:30-37



Mark 9:30-32
30 They left that place and passed through Galilee. 
Jesus did not want anyone to know where they 
were, 31 because he was teaching his disciples. He 
said to them, “The Son of Man is going to be 
delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him, 
and after three days he will rise.” 32 But they did not 
understand what he meant and were afraid to ask 
him about it.



Three Key 
RelationshipsUP

INOUT

Intimacy with God
(Father)

Spiritual Family
(Core Disciples)

A Broken World
(The Crowd) Impotent
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were, 31 because he was teaching his disciples. He 
said to them, “The Son of Man is going to be 
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Mark 9:33-34
33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the 
house, he asked them, “What were you arguing 
about on the road?” 34 But they kept quiet because 
on the way they had argued about who was the 
greatest.



How readily do you invite Jesus into your 
arguments and discussions?

(Reminder: He’s hearing them anyway.)
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In the honour-shame way of thinking of Greco-Roman 
societies humility wasn’t considered a virtue.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT



In the honour-shame way of thinking of Greco-Roman 
societies humility wasn’t considered a virtue.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

was shameful.



Philotimia (love of honour)

It was taken for granted that those with 
merit would seek the honour due to them.

• Military Valour

• Public Works / Construction

• Religious Devotion

• Holding Positions of Public Office



Matthew 18:1
1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and 
asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?”



Any culture can hijack our understanding of 
what makes someone great.

A WARNING



Mark 9:35-37
35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, 
“Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, 
and the servant of all.”

36 He took a little child whom he placed among 
them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to them, 
37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in 
my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me 
does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”



You were made for
a different kind of greatness.

“Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the 
servant of all.” (Mark 9:35)





Luke 22:25-27
25 Jesus told them, “In this world the kings 
and great men lord it over their people, yet 
they are called ‘friends of the people.’

26 But among you it will be different. Those 
who are the greatest among you should take 
the lowest rank, and the leader should be 
like a servant. 27 Who is more important, the 
one who sits at the table or the one who 
serves? The one who sits at the table, of 
course. But not here! For I am among you as 
one who serves.”



When you have a choice to either
win for yourself or lose for someone else

which will you choose?
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